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Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is

Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

Project Name: Street-Improvement-Naranjito-Community

HEROS Number: 900000010433913

Start Date: 10/24/2024
State / Local Identifier:
Project Location: Borinquen Ward, Caguas, PR 00725

Additional Location Information:
State Road PR-766, Naranjito community, Borinquen Ward. Coordinates: 18.174177,-66.029349

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

Funds will be used to rehabilitate the ditches at the main state road (PR-766), repaving in certain areas
affected by the runoff, and install kilometers sings as reference for essential services for the Naranjito
Community. The activity will consume 494 ton of asphalt.

Level of Environment Review Determination:

Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:
58.34(a)(12)
58.35(a)(1)

Funding Information

Grant Number | HUD Program Program Name
B-24-MC-72- Community Planning and Community Development Block $1,696,857.00
0001 Development (CPD) Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount:  $1,038,375.00

Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]: $186,000.00

Mitigation Measures and Conditions [CFR 1505.2(c)]:
Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid or
eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the
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above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project
contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents. The staff responsible for
implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan.

Law, Mitigation Measure or Condition Comments on Complete
Authority, or Completed Measures
Factor

Determination:

AL

This categorically excluded activity/project converts to EXEMPT per Section 58.34(a)(12), because
it does not require any mitigation for compliance with any listed statutes or authorities, nor
requires any formal permit or license; Funds may be committed and drawn down after
certification of this part for this (now) EXEMPT project; OR

This categorically excluded activity/project cannot convert to Exempt status because one or more
statutes or authorities listed at Section 58.5 requires formal consultation or mitigation. Complete
consultation/mitigation protocol requirements, publish NOI/RROF and obtain “Authority to Use
Grant Funds” (HUD 7015.16) per Section 58.70 and 58.71 before committing or drawing down
any funds; OR

This project is not categorically excluded OR, if originally categorically excluded, is now subject to
a full Environmental Assessment according to Part 58 Subpart E due to extraordinary
circumstances (Section 58.35(c)).

J
Preparer Signature: i{n‘. {A/y Séb!ﬁ pate: 21 /o1 /25

Name / Title/ Organization: Ana De Jesus-Ortiz / /CAGUAS

Responsible Entity Agency Official Signature: @‘ h— MD._,.,_O Date: Ql o|=2025
Name/ TIt|ElZ‘y(£{C\C..L' .Q\\ J@(Ckk‘QﬂlZﬂ(( DE’,JJ&\{ Ukcw.oC

This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained on file by the
Responsible Entity in an Environment Review Record (ERR) for the activity / project (ref: 24 CFR Part
58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the HUD program(s).
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Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is

Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

Project Name: Street-Improvement-Naranjito-Community

HEROS Number: 900000010433913

Start Date: 10/24/2024

Responsible Entity (RE): CAGUAS, BOX 907 CAGUAS MUNICIPIO PR, 00726
State / Local Identifier:

RE Preparer: Ana De Jesus-Ortiz

Certifying Office  Lydia Rivera Denizard
r:

Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Ent
ity):

Point of Contact:

Point of Contact:
Consultant (if applicable):

40 CFR 1506.5(b)(4): The lead agency or, where appropriate, a cooperating agency shall
prepare a disclosure statement for the contractor's execution specifying that the
contractor has no financial or other interest in the outcome of the action. Such statement
need not include privileged or confidential trade secrets or other confidential business

information.
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v" By checking this box, | attest that as a preparer, | have no financial or other
interest in the outcome of the undertaking assessed in this environmental
review.

Project Location: Borinquen Ward, Caguas, PR 00725

Additional Location Information:
State Road PR-766, Naranjito community, Borinquen Ward. Coordinates: 18.174177,-
66.029349

Direct Comments to:

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

Funds will be used to rehabilitate the ditches at the main state road (PR-766), repaving in
certain areas affected by the runoff, and install kilometers sings as reference for essential
services for the Naranjito Community. The activity will consume 494 ton of asphalt.

Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:
Aerial Map.pdf

AVISOD~1.PDF

AVISOD~1.PDF

Naranjito.jpg

Memorial Naranjito Revisado 3dic2024.pdf

Level of Environmental Review Determination:
Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at
58.5:
58.34(a)(12)
58.35(a)(1)

Determination:

v" | This categorically excluded activity/project converts to EXEMPT per Section 58.34(a)(12),
because it does not require any mitigation for compliance with any listed statutes or
authorities, nor requires any formal permit or license; Funds may be committed and
drawn down after certification of this part for this (now) EXEMPT project; OR

This categorically excluded activity/project cannot convert to Exempt status because one
or more statutes or authorities listed at Section 58.5 requires formal consultation or
mitigation. Complete consultation/mitigation protocol requirements, publish NOI/RROF
and obtain “Authority to Use Grant Funds” (HUD 7015.16) per Section 58.70 and 58.71
before committing or drawing down any funds; OR
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This project is not categorically excluded OR, if originally categorically excluded, is now
subject to a full Environmental Assessment according to Part 58 Subpart E due to
extraordinary circumstances (Section 58.35(c)).

Approval Documents:

7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer
on:

7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer
on:

Funding Information

Grant / Project | HUD Program Program Name Funding

Identification Amount

Number

B-24-MC-72-0001 | Community Planning and Community Development Block $1,696,857.00
Development (CPD) Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

Estimated Total HUD Funded, $1,038,375.00

Assisted or Insured Amount:

Estimated Total Project Cost: $186,000.00

Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

Compliance Factors: Compliance determination

) Are formal X
Statute; Exelcutlve Orders, and compliance steps (See Appendr.x A for source
Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, or mitigation determinations)
§58.5, and §58.6 required?

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

Airport Hazards O Yes M No The Municipality of Caguas doesn't have
Clear Zones and Accident Potential a military or civilian airport in its
Zones; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D territorial jurisdiction. The nearest

civilian or military airport is located
66,627 feet (Patillas Municipal Airport)
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from the area. The project site is not
within 15,000 feet of a military airport
or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport. The
project is in compliance with Airport
Hazards requirements.

Coastal Barrier Resources Act
Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as
amended by the Coastal Barrier
Improvement Act of 1990 [16 USC
3501]

O Yes M No

Puerto Rico is one of the areas with
Coastal Barrier Resources Systems
(CBRS). However, the project is located
70,279 feet from the nearest CBRS
(Punta Guilarte). This project is not
located in a CBRS Unit. Therefore, this
project has no potential to impact a
CBRS Unit and is in compliance with the
Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

Flood Insurance

Flood Disaster Protection Act of
1973 and National Flood Insurance
Reform Act of 1994 [42 USC 4001-
4128 and 42 USC 5154a]

[0 Yes M No

The project area is in Zone X (outside of
floodplain with a 1% or 0.2% chance
annual probability of flooding). Source
of information: FIRM Map
72000C1210J/ valid since November 18,
2009. Based on the project description
(scarification, asphalt deposit, and
rehabilitation of sidewalks on existing
streets in a populated rural area), the
project includes no activities that would
require further evaluation under this
section. Roads & streets are not insured
by the NIPF. The project does not
require flood insurance or is exempt
from flood insurance. While flood
insurance may not be mandatory in this
instance/ HUD recommends that all
insurable structures maintain flood
insurance under the National Flood
Insurance Program (NF1P). The project
is in compliance with Flood Insurance
requirements.

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

Air Quality

Clean Air Act, as amended,
particularly section 176(c) & (d); 40
CFR Parts 6, 51, 93

[0 Yes M No

Based on the project description
(rehabilitate the ditches at the main
state road, repaving in certain areas
affected by the runoff, and install
kilometers sings on existing streets in a
populated rural area), this project
includes no activities that would require
further evaluation under the Clean Air
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Act. The project is in compliance with
the Clean Air Act.

Coastal Zone Management Act
Coastal Zone Management Act,
sections 307(c) & (d)

O Yes M No

The proposed project is not located, nor
affects, a coastal zone. The Municipality
of Caguas does not have any coastal
zone. The nearest coast is 18 miles
away; therefore, it is not defined as a
Coastal Municipality by the Puerto Rico
Coastal Zone Management Program
(PRCZM). This project is not located in
or does not affect a Coastal Zone as
defined in the state Coastal
Management Plan. The project is in
compliance with the Coastal Zone
Management Act.

Contamination and Toxic
Substances
24 CFR 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2)]

O Yes M No

Using NEPA Assist Tool; there is no
RCRA sites identified in a radius of 1
mile from the infrastructure. The
nearest one (PRASA Borinquen Dam) is
located 1.54 miles from the project.
During the inspection of the place,
where the project will take place, no
landfills/dumps or substations were
identified in the surroundings. RCRA
data is related to permits awarded
hecause of the properties uses and
operations. In ECHO reports, no
violations were recorded for sites within
a radius of 500 feet from the project. No
investigations or citizens' complaints
about chemical accidents or hazardous
situations are received or notified to our
Office. Due to the project is not linked
to a building, property, or any structure,
there is no need to proceed with the
radon test. Site contamination was
evaluated as follows: None of the
above. On-site or nearby toxic,
hazardous, or radioactive substances
that could affect the health and safety
of project occupants or conflict with the
intended use of the property were not
found. The project is in compliance with
contamination and toxic substances
requirements.
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Endangered Species Act
Endangered Species Act of 1973,
particularly section 7; 50 CFR Part
402

O Yes M No

USFW issued a Blanket Clearance Letter
for HUD federally sponsored projects on
January 14, 2013. Our project complies
with criteria #1 & #2 of this clearance
letter. According to USFW Puerto Rico
Field Office, the Municipality Self
Certification for Compliance with the
Blanket Letter dated July 15, 2024, will
be included in the case documentation
to comply with the Endangered Species
Act. Also, USFW concur with our
determination on communication dated
on August 21, 2024, This project will
have No Effect on listed species based
on a letter of understanding,
memorandum of agreement,
programmatic agreement, or checklist
provided by the local HUD office. This
project is in compliance with the
Endangered Species Act.

Explosive and Flammable Hazards
Above-Ground Tanks)[24 CFR Part
51 Subpart C

0 Yes M No

Based on the project description
(rehabilitate the ditches at the state
road, repaving in certain areas affected
by the runoff, and install kilometers
sings on existing streets in a heavily
populated urban area), the project
includes no activities that would require
further evaluation under this section.
The project is in compliance with
explosive and flammable hazard
requirements.

Farmlands Protection

Farmland Protection Policy Act of
1981, particularly sections 1504(b)
and 1541; 7 CFR Part 658

[ Yes M No

The project area has been impacted
previously. The proposed project
consists of rehabilitation activities of
existing streets in a community. The
project is out of agricultural reserves,
experimental stations, and soils
classified as of agricultural capacity or
classified as prime agricultural land,
according to the Soil Survey from NRCS.
Caguas does not have protected areas
covered by the Farmlands Protection
Policy Act. This project does not include
any activities that could potentially
convert agricultural land to non-
agricultural use. The project is in

01/21/2025 08:40
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compliance with the Farmland
Protection Policy Act.

Floodplain Management
Executive Order 11988, particularly
section 2(a); 24 CFR Part 55

O Yes M No

The proposed project consists of
rehabilitate the ditches at the main
state road, repaving in certain areas
affected by the runoff, and install
kilometers sings on existing streets in a
populated rural area. This project does
not occur in a floodplain. Source: FEMA
Puerto Rico Advisory Base Flood
Elevations (ABFE's) effective on
December 11, 2018. The project is in
compliance with Executive Order 11988.

Historic Preservation

National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, particularly sections 106 and
110; 36 CFR Part 800

O Yes M No

The Municipality submitted the
documentation on September 24, 2024,
to SHPO. On the communication dated
on October 11, 2024; SHPO determined
that the project have no adverse effects
on historical properties. Our
Municipality submit a reconsideration of
this SHPO determination on
communication dated on December 3,
2024, with new information about the
absence of historical sites or properties
in the area. On December 11, 2024,
SHPO change the original determination
of NO ADVERSE EFFECT to a NO
HISTORIC PROPERTIES AFFECTED. Finally
based on Section 106 consultation,
there are No Historic Properties
Affected because there are no historic
properties present. The projectis in
compliance with Section 106.

Noise Abatement and Control
Noise Control Act of 1972, as
amended by the Quiet Communities
Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart
B

O Yes M No

Based on the project description
(rehabilitating the ditches at the main
state road, repaving in certain areas
affected by the runoff, and installing
kilometers signs on existing streets in a
heavily populated urban area))/ this
project includes no activities that would
require further evaluation under HUD s
noise regulation. The project is in
compliance with HUD's Noise
regulations.
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Sole Source Aquifers

amended, particularly section
1424(e); 40 CFR Part 149

Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as

O Yes M No

The project is limited to rehabilitating
an existing ditch, repaving in certain
areas affected by the runoff, and install
kilometers sings in a main state road in
a populated rural area. There are no
designated Sole Source Aquifers in
Puerto Rico. According to the EPA Sole
Source Aquifers Map, the project is not
located in a sole source aquifer area.
The project is in compliance with Sole
Source Aquifer requirements.

Wetlands Protection

sections 2 and 5

Executive Order 11990, particularly

[0 Yes ¥ No

Based on the project description
(rehabilitate the ditches at the main
state road, repaving in certain areas
affected by the runoff, and install
kilometers sings on existing streets in a
populated rural area), this project
includes no activities that would require
further evaluation under this section.
The project does not require draining,
dredging, channelizing, filling, diking,
impounding, or related activities on a
wetland area as defined in Executive
Order 11990. This project includes no
activities that would require further
evaluation under this section. The
project is in compliance with Executive
Order 11990.

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968,
particularly section 7(b) and (c)

[ ves M No

The Municipality of Caguas does not
have any river registered as a Wild and
Scenic River, Study River, or listed in the
Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI). This
project is not within proximity of a
NWSRS river. The project is in
compliance with the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.

HUD HOUSING ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Environmental Justice
Executive Order 12898

O Yes M No

The activities involved in this project are
rehabilitation activities on existing
streets In Naranjito community, a
middle-class residential area. After
completing the other portions of the
environmental review, we determined
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that neither the project site nor the
surrounding neighborhood suffered
from adverse environmental conditions.
The project is out: (a) of the airport
hazard zones, (b) out of flood zone
(according to FEMA FIRM Maps), (c) out
of coastal barrier zones (according to
Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management
Program), (d) compliance with Clean Air
Act, (e) no violations on RCRA permits
are founded in sites surrounding the
project area (according to NEPA Assist &
ECHO reports), (f) the project will not
result in an increased number of people
in the area, (g) there are not AST's in the
project surroundings; (h) doesn't impact
a farmland, sole aquifer, wild rivers or
wetlands areas (according to location
map), (i) is not a hazardous or
flammable facility, (j) is not a new
construction that exceeds the building
footprint, (k) no noise abatement
needed, (I) SHPO determined that the
project have no impact on historical
properties in the area and (m) comply
with USFW Blanket Clearance Letter for
HUD funding projects and concur with
our determination. Neither the project
site, nor the surrounding neighborhood
suffer from adverse environmental
conditions. No adverse environmental
impacts were identified in the project's
total environmental review. The project
is in compliance with Executive Order
12898.

Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)]:

Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce,
avoid or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-
conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be
incorporated into project contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents.
The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly
identified in the mitigation plan.
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Law, Mitigation Measure or Condition | Comments on | Mitigation | Complete
Authority, Completed Plan
or Factor Measures

Project Mitigation Plan

Supporting documentation on completed measures
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APPENDIX A: Related Federal Laws and Authorities

Airport Hazards

General policy Legislation Regulation

It is HUD’s policy to apply standards to 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D
prevent incompatible development

around civil airports and military airfields.

1. To ensure compatible land use development, you must determine your site’s
proximity to civil and military airports. Is your project within 15,000 feet of a military airport
or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport?

v" No
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.
Document and upload the map showing that the site is not within the
applicable distances to a military or civilian airport below
Yes

Screen Summary

Compliance Determination
The Municipality of Caguas doesn't have a military or civilian airport in its territorial
jurisdiction. The nearest civilian or military airport is located 66,627 feet (Patillas
Municipal Airport) from the area. The project site is not within 15,000 feet of a
military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport. The project is in compliance with
Airport Hazards requirements.

Supporting documentation

airport map.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?
Yes

v No
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Coastal Barrier Resources

General requirements | Legislation i Regulation
HUD financial assistance may not be Coastal Barrier Resources Act
used for most activities in units of the (CBRA) of 1982, as amended by
Coastal Barrier Resources System the Coastal Barrier Improvement

(CBRS). See 16 USC 3504 for limitations | Act of 1990 (16 USC 3501)
on federal expenditures affecting the

CBRS.
1. Is the project located in a CBRS Unit?
v No
Document and upload map and documentation below.
Yes
Screen Summary

Compliance Determination
Puerto Rico is one of the areas with Coastal Barrier Resources Systems (CBRS).
However, the project is located 70,279 feet from the nearest CBRS (Punta Guilarte).
This project is not located in a CBRS Unit. Therefore, this project has no potential to
impact a CBRS Unit and is in compliance with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

Supporting documentation

barrier map.pdf
Coastal Barrier.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?
Yes

v No
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Flood Insurance

General requirements 1 Legislation Regulation
Certain types of federal financial assistance may not be | Flood Disaster 24 CFR 50.4(b)(1)
used in floodplains unless the community participates Protection Act of 1973 | and 24 CFR 58.6(a)
in National Flood Insurance Program and flood as amended (42 USC and (b); 24 CFR
insurance is both obtained and maintained. 4001-4128) 55.1(b).
1. Does this project involve financial assistance for construction, rehabilitation, or

acquisition of a mobile home, building, or insurable personal property?

v No. This project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from
flood insurance.

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.

Yes

4, While flood insurance is not mandatory for this project, HUD strongly recommends
that all insurable structures maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP). Will flood insurance be required as a mitigation measure or condition?

Yes

v No

Screen Summary

Compliance Determination
The project area is in Zone X (outside of floodplain with a 1% or 0.2% chance annual
probability of flooding). Source of information: FIRM Map 72000C1210J/ valid since
November 18, 2009. Based on the project description (scarification, asphalt deposit,
and rehabilitation of sidewalks on existing streets in a populated rural area), the
project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under this section.
Roads & streets are not insured by the NIPF. The project does not require flood
insurance or is exempt from flood insurance. While flood insurance may not be
mandatory in this instance/ HUD recommends that all insurable structures maintain
flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program (NF1P). The project is in
compliance with Flood Insurance requirements.

Supporting documentation
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FIRMETTE.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?
Yes

v No
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